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The fifst edition of this work» which wM4>nl]r intended to rappljr tiie people 
of the immediate ▼ieinity,: bat was lought for with eqnal interest by those of 
the sister provinces, and w»i»' therefore, entirely inadequate to supply the 

e^CraMiavy^ii^^ 

^, Y^e n«iw'|>aMMfa-\lris edition of 40,009, in order to snpply the deficiency of 

th^ last» apd dsaliDcirealate throaghout* the length and breadth of the mighty 

fiepuhlifb, a4h^ ^iiterpHse always finds a field. 

* T& jiUieQHaUed ^access of the first edition, fully compensated the labor of 

Qiis task w^jttftilrtolk in writing in the lonely cell, but bettor still to know, 

ihnt during the short interval since its' publication, two innocent fellow, beings 

are set at liberty, no more to wear the convict's chains; and we hope the 

bvestig&tion will go on, until aU such as suffered in person, in property, or ia 

character will be vindicated. 
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UFE AND CONtesrOK 



OF 



ELIZA DAWSON, 



WiitLfrr men are busily engaged in the variqus yocationflf 
of life; each performing a part in the. great drama, whaf; a 
mighty field presents itself befi^re the thinkii^- -miud, as yv9 
contemplate, with rapture and: astonishment, the hum of in-, 
dustry, the rush of enterprise, the perfection^of science, rapidly 
progressing in every direction. J^t amiJ aU those improved, 
iliehts, for which the present age is so justly r^merliLable, has 
human nature kept pace .with the improveinept of the age T 
Alas ! it has nos« If we v^^it the gaol, the penitentiary, or the : 
convict ship, the answer will be the same. If we. cast our^ 
eyecr over the silent pages of ancient history, there will be 
found a rude, though true type, of the very same in) pulse that 
actuates the present inhabitants of the world. It . ui^tterel 
little what circle they occbpy-^whether as kings, as artisans, 
or beggars-^i-the same principles that actuate the one« is equal-^ 
ly applicable to the other, ditifering only propqjrtionabJy to the 
sphere each occupies. It would not be consistent with the task 
w6 have Undertaken, toenter into any investigation of the causes 
which produce the calamitous effects which, even Qt the present 
time, afflicts the human family } and before we conclude this 
production, we promise to advert to the cause again; but, for 
the present; we must pursiie the intended course ; that is, i& 
lay before the solicitous readera^perusal of the life and actiojis 
of one whose enormous crimes, cqol-'blooded and long-fosterecl 
revenge, baffles all manner of description ; during which, we 
beseech the reader's kind patience, until he or she can G<im pare 
cause with effect^ and then draw the conclusion which judg' 
inent and good feeling will dictate. 

Eliza Dawson whose history will live in the memory of 
widows and orphans long after, her mortal body will have 
passed from the stage of life, in connection with the melan-^ 
choly causes that bi'ought her fataV arrow into action — which 
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the'r^er will find, by a careful ^perusal of the follomnff, that 
we have spared neither time, labor or expense, in order to 
fumiah a full and accaratie account ; as we hold it a duty we 
owe to our conscience and society to search after and inresti- 
gate. , And if a reflection over its mournfut pages only tend to 
Bare one single yictim from the merciless grasp of destructionp 
we shall think our time and labor richly compensated (or. We 
much fear the deplorable circumstance which dragged the. 
subject of tbe^pii^es oi^ the stage of crime. an4 bluod will 
not be the last* Tictim of the- kind. And we^ hope no youth 
who may ever read the sorrowful story here cited, but will 
draw from its contents a living lesson, tljat crime, whether peri* 
petrated in the recess of the.cellr or on the sufnmit of the 
mountain, is sure to produce condign punishment. And we 
now proceed to state the circumstance of her appirehenaioqiw 

On th^ l^th of September last she was lodged in Windsor jjiilv 
charged with th^ guitt of poi«iooHig thei lite Oharles StewBi»l 
and his amiable wife, whose deaths it will be remembeced^ 
by many,, caused much excitement and cofijeoture dboot ^^, 
midd!€!> of last August ; immediately after which: thie^ afoov^r- 
mentioned Eliara Dawson, the supposed] jpenpetraitov, has wum 
that period been tried and convicted, andnow awaitsthe piin* 
ishmeht of the law, to appease the majesty of^nsulted juatice 
and' outraged humanity. 

We will now proceed to state the oalankous «ti)cumstaneeH 
as it appeared in court; and dreadful and- lamentable as it ie»j 
yet more ko when we find it only one of the^ many similar ^utr- 
rages of the same nature, the thoughts of whscb is auiStfienlflil' 
paralyse the band that holds, the pen^. to> mi^e the tongim, 

. cleave to* the mouth, the blood Greoze m t^e veins, and tho* 
heart bl^ed with pity, for the perversion of ftheonoel^viety ail4: 
Ipifled ornament, now converted to a loathsonie,. polkuted and, 
«oul-8tain<ed outcast. 

Before proceeding further, we will insert an extract of tb^. 
paragraph which induced us to write her life, and wl4cb the 
reader will perceive to l>e the leadin^g cause of the pneUncholy 

* course afterwards pursued. It is tahen from the Warrington 
Mercury, a periodical of high standing, bearing date March 

. 10th, 1840, as follows : 

Mr. Dawson, the ftither of the unfortunate Bltza Dawsoiiv 
was an honest and industrious former^ bom; and: lived in the 
same mansion which was the home of a^ long and- unsullied 
chain of ancestry ; his neat though humble cottage ims a smil« 
ing little paradise, vvhich knew no other care than: industry^ 
situated aoout eight miles from Liverpool and six from War- 
rington. At the age of twenty-eight he took, a wife from bist 
own circle^ whose smiles crowned his happme^s ; four lovely 



dbiJLdicfHi WfiiM|cl> ihw B^tpHi Mo gM and Axee boya. Thm 
tai^m^tf, w inighl bf) <^c|€l«dl* Viai b^il^a foDdatid ihdcd^nt 
par^i^lii i^piisedi w)io did QOI ronreiexpNMie in order toconfutf 
on )m« a jp^iiili^ apd ifiiiK4^i|«Al4oii. At tbe age uff twdte 
8]|9 caip^iff to t^^rd witJfN h^^^ atwnt, Sto. Stnith^ lUiniig 'wlNjalr 
tiffin ^ibf^aj^l^Q^f % df ipiiilfllty* In lhr9« jteam ah^ inide auiefai 
**pj4 P«Wr«Ws witfe <b^ pwipilv the kruih,aji wM afrihUiiei 
tbal «jhO;.att]rac^4 th^ a^WWion o€ some and the: envy of 
aj;l^j9if|^ Fq^ M|8^9il b9M»ty^ ibe had (em^ eciuala and uoaapoM 
not. Allan i h«(r haaHity i|raa the weapon, of har de8ii*uctiun»* 
In company ifotb b/ar %m9t she ampoared alt a aiifiiavy ball» 
vi^bfiit9,B\fi^ i^tt^^d Ibd allontiopi of'Mr. SteMmrd^ an oAaer of 
tb^ tbktjffd^ reginiQol; ^ymSmtrft who paid nnceaaiag aiten*^ 
tion to k^v during t^^ ^r^wnag.^ Mra. Sufilhi poov atmple 
creatiVk^ie %^ Pf Pad of t^ eon^limentS; hoi so. laviskly ^ bestow>. 
ad.ovi W l^i^f^f And pronaiKtlyriniiiitefd bim to mif ^ her reai^^ 
4e|nc^,^ Ktde. apiAp^Mig thiie «oiictaAed dagger ^ and' heikseforth ' 
bp W9|( wcea^ii^g ija» bis prot(9(Mattona of aincere ttttiibhiiienti' 
i^qj^ently i^pofEdMOg^^bi^ooimKidi hbnae, aad1tniitedrlbr*( 
^^, which 199 Biiid waa hardly suffii^nt to; aappoia the 
necea^^iyt ca;nk of tjbo ifegiiiient tiotvwhicb he belritog^dv and 
intw&^d hia int^tipn to sett out and iielirov &c.^artili€e weH 
aui^^.ibc tl^e capacity of tho^e ^r which it waa intendedi* 
Afters % littjlQ tiinei Mira* Smjilb began to ragToti the acquakit- 
anpe t^e, bad ap thougbtl^safy eoicc^uiiaged^ which soon caught- 
bia eve, af. guilt ipoeda 19a ae^uaen 

l|aVjing niet; A^Liftf^ Pawsoii o&e evening on the Coimnon, 
be in^V^]^ ^bqi^ abo, vw going. She replied; to» a friend of- 
bj^ra, who proinised to lend her soino booksi He said' he had> 
i|bundajic|9 pf all kiiida of intei^aating booka^ and- that ^e could 
ha^^juat a8:nifiny aa^sbc^ wished for, if ahe would .aecofnpany 
bim to,bi^ repldmQ^I tQ,w>hiqh abo readily consented Reader, > 
I will not.disgueit yo4 with a detail of the scene that followed. 
Ittia. too. i|iuch to know tbati teaiv could not appease^ that 
pouriai^a and axpoKtulation wei» alike unavailing. There ahe 
T^d{atned,: theivictifii of her own folly and bis brutal appetite. 
Render, yon, may pause and contrast the highway nurderer,< 
who.wi^ firm frool spills the blood of his victim ; but here ia> 
a cowardly wretch, who seduces, hie confiding victim to hia' 
bpnioir and diere perpetcatea that whicb is. worse ihafh murder. 

New^< having reached the parents^ the mi^rable mother, • 
. ■uppfN!t^,by Ui9:HEiere strength of desptidfaiion; rtiebed to the 
gairiscMji,. ibO' glooipy walla, of which xontainedits: victim.^ 
*^. Give mo back o^^ child!-' waa. all she could utter. She; 
ooajd nei^^c speak, nor< hear». nor utter any more, but sank 
down eonvidiBiivo and overpowenod. As« soon aa ahe could re* 
eoiKeri shefrepiM^ tpvbis quaitera, but the 6eauiM.Vii«.4«»^^Ka^ 
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«rDaU*ddiwuw vera amSj lae3w4#M by¥t. atowMdl,:wlio 
•t la^sMirUd on. the £9tb. tnd rasclisd tJha.-toffn about >». 
•'dock iti the tAerndoo. H« ■toppeii fint at hit office ud 
«(MiT«nftil Svely nith fai« dwk and lemr^ of hi» friaoda, 
Mit«tiT« to mattwa in ganeral. After iaqviring h«w naucM 
WMt along dwjiBg theii atwence, and being uwweTed setufaet 
torily. they thought before going hove the; would call at tb« 
WudencB ef Mr. Mofiit, as they had a paieel which wai iotniii- 
ted to their care for that gentlemaD. Having spenl the eTen-: 
nglbeie, they w^nt botM at a late hour, Blaal never to ceUirn. 
About five hours after, a nan on horseback came with all poa- 
sible haste fdi a pfavsioian, sad lUted that Afr. and Mt%^ 
Steward were seddenV taken iH, and were sujBbriiig dcead- 
fully ; and on the arrival of Aie physician, Mra.^Steward w»». 
4«id tnd Mr. Steward ipeeddesa. The sod news haTring 




bfen drcnlated Uie ibllowing day, all seemed panie-stmek. \ 
Cpigecturee of Vftrj. kind w^re aflQat, ii«til the inqnesf pealed '. 



II 

file fSonfiicdaf *of»iiitiiiis. Aii the oldest da«gllter and ^» ier^ 
yaat mat J teatifie^, that Mr. Steward, befare retiring^ calfo<l) 
for a bdHle of whm, of ivhich each lo«>k some. The wtite, oil 
examindtion was found to contain a large quantity of arsenic ;. 
and on postmortem eitaminaticHi, sufficient q^iantily. of wbielt 
was diaeovefed. How, or by whom k was put there, was the 
Be^€ inquirji:. Suspicion immediately rested on k female wita 
etopped two days at the house in the absence of the deceased^ 
ftiiu represented h^jrself a teacher in private families. Sai(| 
ebe had ome fromf Halifax by coach, ^nd liad been teiking 
with Mrs Stewatxl, who had directed her to call while ther^ 
Told a% one time she was born in England, and agwit said 
she was born in Wales. Talked very free atid made heraelt 
at home. Was seen going to the cellar and entering the-prtf^ 
vote chambers ; and all of a sudden expressed her inteotioni 
of going to judge Halliburton's where she said she tiad portly^ 
lilade arrangements' to teacli^ biit did not go there ; netthei! 
^id she come by stage, as on examination of the booke^ oof 
name was there such as- she ^presented; but it was tmme* 
diately found that sfie took the boat for St. Jehns» N, B% 
Private ai'rangements having been' entered into, a vigtlant 
seardr was entelred on in that dtreotign, which for some time 
wad fruitless. Having obtained- sufficient ih^rmatton to be 
satisiied that she went that way, by pnvate information ob*^ 
' tained of Captain Brown; of the steamer Commodore, who 
on that trip said he had a lady passenger who answered the 
descnption, who did not leave her Birth during the passage,, 
but did not see her more. l>oubts were entertained: least she 
took the steamer Admiral forBoston* However they directed 
attention to the eastward, first to' Fetdicodiack, and from; 
there to Sack ville, where they were informed that a< fierson 
answering the description had stopped at Mr. Weldan^s Hotel 
at Dorchester, 'on .her apparent way to Halifax. They 
traced her on to Truro, where they found her at tea. Oa 
being informed of the circumstance, she seemed for a momefit 
paralyzed, and all of a sudden^ fell back from her seat as if 
faintish, and' then seemed to suffer in moittt agonizing convul* 
8tve fits, during which she uttered bitter exclamations, snclv 
as thje folloy^ing : — " Then you have followed me, and have 
found me, ihd no' doubt will hang- me. Well, be it so. My 
mission is fulfilled, Ms race is run^ and I will go witli pteaff 
sure. I hope you wll not handcuff me^ you ktiow I amfout^^ 
female.'. - Her requst - being of course assentetj to^ they/pro^ 
ceeded; and on her arrival was fully ideutifiod. She wai^!tfiea 
placed in prison to await trial j whieh took place on 'M«>ndayVv. 
l>ecember the 16th, the Qrand JHiry hfiving found a ^ru^^U^ 
She was then placed ie the dock^ after the necessary preiinc^^ 
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nuries as to the fonn of trial, macb time havitig^beeii wafted in 

i diseusaion by the council for the defence, Andrew Uniack, of 

Halifax ; and Judge Young, Solicitor General, for the.crowi};^ 

* After which his worehip, Jadge Johnson, aaked her was she 
ready for trial. * She answered in the affirmative, lie then, 
proceeded to read the indictment. Then, whether guihy or 
not gnilty. Her answer was. Not Guilty. Theju^ havingp 
answered to their iiames, the court adjourned tintil the fol- 

^ lowing day, Tuesdar, the 17lh. The court opened at 1(1 
o'clock. The leamejd counsel for the crown having opened 
the case, then proceeded to call the first witness — 
• Thomas Wilson, sworn, deposed : — I am Coroner for th^ 
eounty of Queens. On the 30th of Jane^ last I was called, 
and attended as promptly as possible at the residence of the 
late Mr. Steward. . Such your worship will please to acce|>t. 
i|0 a true copy of the decision.; which hie honor the Judg« 
handed to the clerk of the court, who read \he docume^ 
aloud, and then passed it lo the jury. 

James Murdoch, sworn, deposed : — I am by profession a 
physician ; was in attendance' fit the residence of tlie late Mr., 
Steward on the morning of th^ 30tH,of last June. On my ar- 
ri\al, Mi-s. Steward wi^s dead and Mr. Steward died imme- 
diately after. Was also in attendance at the postmortem ex- 
amiuation at 10 o'clock the same day; extracted suiScieot ar- 
senic from each to cause death y examined four bottles of 
wine, each cuntainilig a large i]uantity of the same. 

Cross examined by Kir. Uniack : — Q. Ave you of the opinioD 
that the one glass of such wine was sufficient to cause death 1 
A. 1 am. Q. How long do you think might the arsenic have 
been in the system ? A. I think frosi the appearance of each 
that it might be three or four hours> Q. IMd you examine 
the cellar] A. I did,, but could not perceive any likely accesa 
from without, Q. Did you not perceive an aperture through 
a broken 9ash % A. 1 did, but not large enough to admit an 
adult person. 

Charles Boil, deposed :— I keep a livery stable at Halifax. 
I know the prisoner. I believe she is the same individual I 
brought from Halifax to Windsor on the 22d of last June, for 
which I received of her ^3. .,, ', 

Counsel for the C/*<Mr» .•— Q^ Mr. Boil, what did yoif^ay 
to her when she applied to^»you at your office 1 A. I told her 

• the daily stage would bring ^ her ior ten shillings. She said 
she wished tp go by private conveyance. 

Cross exctmined : — Q. Mr. Boil, did you remark anything; 
Atrange in the lady's conduct during the time 1 A. I did not, 
further than that Ahe did not wish to talk. Q. Did she not 
•ay she was unwell 1 . A. She did* Q. Where did you leave 
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lierT A. At_^ Jordan's Hotel.' Q. Did she pay lyoiit ' Ai 
She did. Q. Then you o£ course are not positive that thi 
prisoner is the same ? A. i think she is the same, bdt I.wonI 
B wear it. Dress makes much alteration. ^- ;' 

Mrs. JorB^n^ deposed ;— I presume the Court is awaro 
tve keep a hotel. I believe the prisoner is the same indtvidiual 
that boarded a few days last June nt my residence. 

Counsel : — Q. Mrs.. Jordan, how long do you tfiinic 8h4 
jstaid 1 A. I doht keep a book, but I think* four or five days. 
Q. Did she stop in during that. time 1 A. No, she was absent 
much of the time, and to ray astonishment, one or two nights^ 
and while at the house, kept her room all the time. Q. Did 
she not go to the ta^le t A. No, not to the public table ^ she 
had a private table furnished in her room. ,- f 

Cross examined ;-«Q,. Mrs. Jordan, is it usual • for ladies 
wh'o stop at your house to go to the public table t A. Not 
always. Q. How long, do you think, did she remain at your 
house 1 . A. Four or five days. Q. She generally kept her 
room, thetit A. Yes, sir. Q.- Then you did not see, hereof 
course t A. No, sir. Q. Then how do you know she is tM 
pers9n i A. I am' pretty sharp t <^i. How often did you see 
her^l A. Three or four times. Q. Now, might you* not be 
mistaken 1 A. I might, but its not likely. Q,. Then you do 
not swiear positive she is the person ? A. I do not, boc I ahi 
satisfied she is th^ same. > ; 

Mrs. Mary Conway, deposed :^^1 am chambermaid for 
Mrs. Jordan, l know the prisoner. She staid some time al 
Mr. Jordan's Hotel. . ' 

Cimnstl : — Q. 'How long since I A. Last summer. ]t 
was I that done the work of her room.' Q,. You are positive 
that the prisoner is that person 1 A* I am, for I talked with 
her a good long time. Q. Did she keep, her room gen- 
erally 1 A. She did not, for she was absent two whole days, 
end I though she went away; and I forced the lock of the 
door,' and fontid her clothes, and ako on her dressing table « 
l^aper containing something white like salaeratus, which il 
placed in her drawer, but did not see it after she left fiir gcMxlf 

Cross examined :^--(^. Are yoo positive that paper was 
btwght there by her 1 A. I am not; Q. Then might it n6t 
he there before she came f A. Not likely, as we |;eBeralI;r 
remove anything that might be left by a person that occupied 
a room. , • ' \ 

Midh. Dogan, deposed ':— -'I have been employed as stable- 
groom by Mr. Steward. I swear positively the prisoner is the 
S^oman why» staid two days at our house last June. 
••^ Gbttiwei.'-Mi. Where did you first see herl A. At tHe 
j^te; she asked me was thijp the residence oC Mx« ^\A^Hrvc\«'^ 



bHA ir0f, bu^ that the ntster apd nistreas w«re not it bmnaw 
fiKe MMd, I am awar« of that* I then pboweil he? to the htmut 
door; abe went in* I did not aee her more that day, Q. 
"Where did ^ou see her ag^in t A. Tha following day ; %h0 
a«krd me many qveetions^ and one I remember ytm — Did Mr. 
Steward I^eep a guod Mjpply of wine 1 I answered that th^ 
* wine was kept in ihe cellar. She then inquired about cidor, 
laaii the wefl&ek eat all the bloaBoms for some time, dnd we 
coatd not make cider now. Q. Did she aak you an^rtbing 
•lae I A. She did^*' What did Mr. Steward generally drink T^ 
i taid wine was his principal drink. 

Cfots exmmined .*— Q- Mi^. Dogan, how often did you se^ 
the lady ? A. Two or three times. Q. And after seeing her 
two or three times, you swear p08itively«-(now, sir, locik at 
this prisoner.) Now, air, will you, by the virtue of your oath, 
awear positively she is ihe salbe person % A. Well, I will 
aweair positivdy ; it is either \^&f or her ghnst, only her fape ia 
not so red. 

/ Bridget Hogan, deposed :— I have bl^ employed as cook 
l^y Mm. Steward. I know the ptjsoner to be ^ne person that 
came to the house last June, whan the nmster and mistreaa 
wore away. V 

€kmnsd: — What more do you kno^l A. The day after 
•he caiiie to the house she said the country was a lonesome 
place. I said, just as folks tbouj^ht about that. She saici 
tiiere was no irfd cider nor porter like in England. I said Mr. 
Steward always kept a supply of good wine. She said she 
would like a glass. . I then brought a glass and said I watiM 
^tX some. She said I will go with you* We then weut down 
to the pantry in the cellar. I drew the cork, and she took a 

Slass, and We returned up stairs ; and during the evenii>g i^o 
rank the balance of the bottle we uncorked. The niomiiig 
she left, I found her in the pantry; when she observed me I 
thought she looked pale and then red, arid slid, I am not very 
'Well; I thought I could go back this Aay, for 'it was at that 
Itime raining. I then unbolted the large door, and she passodl 
' but, but did not return that way. : *^. '* \ 

Vwfnael: — Q. What did you see after sh^ went<out1 A. 
I saw several white and blue pierces of paper torn u|ibiu)d 
acattereti around, as if neWly thrown dowp. Q. You were in 
Hhe cellar the same day previous to that? A. I was. Q. You 
did not observe any such papers? A. I did not. Q. Do you 
think if such were there you would b^ likely to see fhem ? 
A. I would, for I looked sharp a4 th» master find mistreaa 
were away. Q. How long aftier did sha mwe^^mA A. Sh«» 
left immediately after ; said she would return in time lor tea, '■ 
but did not. Q. What w«FO your irajpraasiona aa to li«r^ 



iMiiniieai to %fie ^iXlf$lc IrfMr llto toft lb6 h<!ii^t ik.- I llio^^ 
/ triie wan tatlfcing^ Ikiedi^iti^, imd did kot wiiH t6 lie ttbMi^ed; 

<hi^'^baMiUfi7i^. itW H^gtttl^ did ;^ dot ^ii tftil 
^ bought tkb liidy to the cotl^ fr«fqu^|dtly f A. Oi^ 

Ctmmel:'^. And she paklocrk fi<ebly d&dh tittiie; aiil^ M 
did yoii ! A. I did the fimt dnye^lyiit tiotthe it^if^ftd. 'QJlIas 
it not been usual for you to take a glass A'c^q^iitljr t A. Yer^ 
e^Mo^ iSti Welr^ thei^ not ebvet^ of the bofttoi ei^tied 
l^i^viotib tbtii4 last tihie you ifvlettt to this ciellikr f A: Th'QHi 
were. Q^; ^ Hbw many t A; I tHibk ^t&6 dt fonn Ctr ' ^(9 
ybu not fir<H)eetatiy pas^ bisft throngh tha idbaftbaaihg firom li^ 

eellar t6 thit i^at of the building 1 A. tdid. . Q. Aad ioiiki. 
vinies ]eh it opeaf' A. VeiV seldom. Q. Bdt yoti kome- 
times forgot to tk>h it t ' A. Yes; Aote^tintes.- iQ,. Jfloif, as id 
the scraps -bf papet you saw stMiWed around, might it not b^ 
waate papet the lady had I A. It'mij^ht 

Matilda ^IkeUfUrd; tlepdaed :^--^I am tbirteen ^eahi did: 
Q. How^ do you khdw ydUr agel A. ibecauseit is marked 
on my sampiet*. I hati^ lited ^rith liiy undle and lAunt Idnger 
Ihaii I «iah reii/iembeir. Q. I^ ydn ktiow the prisoner t A. I 
do ; she stayed at uticie'd two days Idst Jiiiie. Said ^e sa^ 
4unt at Halifax^ and cam6 to teach bs drawing, painting and 
ttiuisie. The day she left i saW her cbifte up fVoiili the c^llki^. 
8he then dr^stod atid went away. While dressing; said t6 
toe in a low tobe of vbitie, *« The took iiii a diiinkai'd, and ybU 
sheuld lock th6 pantry, ahd kdep the key linti! ydnr tinellj 
&nd aunt raiurtisr' I W6nt do Wh tb< the gantry, and ther^ 
oikieryed mady of the cbi*ks reiilibved. I thbiight What aHi 
sikid Was tree, iand I ke^pt the key ahd did liol opto Ihi^ -^^^- 
tty nnta Uiicle told me. 

TH&ma» DMMe, depibsed :-^I am.a cortiitabie; and hnfi 
been sbtne time in teattih for the |>risbner; t arr^t^d hetiBit; 
the Tr^fO Hbtcll. Whett I informed htih jof my business ifhd 
fell from her seat, and ttii^n became conynbive, as if tfxxftertint 
by the effects of hydrojihoHia, and after the lapse of some time 
became mo^ easy f then etclaini^d ittbihef s^giiisti, '' Y61S 
Ka\^ followed me-^ybii have htihted me-^ybii hkv^ tkiight 
lae' at last-^i Willdie 6n the seiffdld !''-^ahd tocji like exbrnil^ 
aions ; and then i(dded,-^<* lily racd is rtiti-^I haVd dR;coibpl&hey( 
my object, and t Will resign myself to iby fatb !^' AH of aiiid^ 
deh .^he beeam« oafan, aiid ib a mild aaid pathetic tone silid— 
» Toil Will us^ me gbnifl4 ; yoii Will hot handetilf Me.*' Shi 
ll^kenomore; 

Tkonuu idikid^ d^pdsMr^t i^bsid^ «t Hi/Kftbt. I h^ik^ 

Mhawft the imma^Cha^kM St^w^, dtrri^'thii itot thitte^ikl 

yeiil; I baf e ilio^ile#n «hii ^tilkiifidr ^uritlt ^<^ ^^"^^ ^^ 
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)flfA\ \\ frarthetaoM cire!U9is|aii60 .tbv»t fsa^eiae romember 
each. ,DuriDg.|ik9 y0ar8 of 1839 aod '40 Ire^iiJed at -Warring- 
tp,B» EogJand, ^boutwhkh tinne Mr. Dawsdn,* the father of the 
prisone^^ brought an , action >injU> cotirt against the <iecea^d| 
Mr. Steward, for seducing the prisoner, who I positivel j 
fwear to be the.aant^ indiv|diial« : ^ 

. ;Tbe leariii^. counsel for th^ pft^ecutkm ^staled |hat hli 
witiiesaes were<bi9ard« 

HisAyorship prpoouoced the Court ready. t9 hear the wit* 
Hisses in behalf of th^ prisoqer. To which Mr. iJniack re*^ 

Eljfd, that it was bis intentip^ to produce evidence to eleiNr 
is 9Uent, but from causes oyer wbieh he had no control, hie 
principal witness being/absent or briber) to atay away, he. 
lyould 90it dejtain the Coart. He. then Goiatinued to addreia 
the Court and jury in behalf of the pniUDner^ In justice 
to hia gifted.: JDfind, we jpust Bity he. made an eloquent 
appeal, and, as well, a bold ^tte^pt to .(Eradicate the evidencej 
but each link pf the greatjchaifi. was; so truly fitted as to bid 
defiance to his skill ; he then; cone Uided 4a follows : 
. Gentlemen of the jury ,-r^I see you anticipate me. I s^e 
Tou are a<«are of the. serious disadyantages under which I 
li^bpr in this painful trial, and I am satisfied you will give my 
client the benefit of such. And now I will conclude, and 
leave in your, bands the life and liberty, and happiness, of her 
• whose prayers will ever/ascend in your behalf; whpfse thoughts; 
will still follow, ypur memory in grateful acknowledgement fov 
the mercy which, of all the community, you are this day ia« 
vested with. .And remember, in so doing, you will transmit 
tp, posterity an example worthy of the age ; and to your chtl-^ 
ii| dren, a pleasing reflection of having .extended to the unfor- 

tunate the bowl of consolation. Gentlemen, I* will not apolo. 
gise for detaining, you thus long. Sweet is the recollection of 
b&ving done goo4f when the hand of death presses the humaii 
heart. From you I beseech that mercy ;for my .client, your 
^nfortunate fellow being. ; and should ypur children , ever be 
assailed by misfortune in a distant land, miay they find an all- 
po.werful refuge in the example you shall set this day. Earn- 
estly do I pray, that they or you^ay never; know what it is to 
count the tedious hpurs pining in captiyity, anaid the damp and 
j[loom of the lonely dungedn. Ana before you retire, let nde 
'impress on you, .that there is another thap a human tribunal, 
vvhere. each of us will, have pccjp^ipn to Ippk |)a^ to the little 

food we have dpnip; at ,that awful trial, -may your verdiqt this 
ay assiire your hopes and give you strength and cpnsplatioi^ 
to appear in the^ presence of ^^at all-judging^^* where',yun- 
IJke thf^ unmerciuil s^iward mentioned ip ipcnpture, you /M'iU: 
npt haye to. account ^pr. casting y,oar^^llp)i^> bning ipto priao|x 
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mercy as ^o« yoittselvefl eX|i!ect thie aaitie at that awful littii^. 

The learo^cf . eotifisel fur th'« Crown followed in a brief 
Ihoo^h efxpresaive tone, as foHoWB : v v 

May it please yotir worshij) and gentlemen of the luiYf the 
learned ci^iinae! for the dtsfetit^e ha^ waded through dreary 
filths, aa desperate circumstances require desperate hieasidresg 
in order to lead you to believe there' i^ight yet remain, even a - 
shadow of possibility as to riie innocence of the prisoner* 
Sincerely do I wish that he hiad or eoufld be su<:cessfiil, bat 
ilas, he could, not. i<7othing is more repugnant to my feelings 
than to bear down on the unfortunate, but I -must do my duty, 
and «o must you. If, after a calm sijrvey of the evidence, you 
enf^rt^ti a reasonable doubt, I charge you to give it in favor 
of the pi-isoner ; and if, on the other hand, you are perfectly 
satisfied ofthe guih of the prisoner, I demand of you a verdict 
accordingly. Gentleitien, thils fs called a Crown case; butre- 
ttiember, it is a case wher€| the safety of your homes, your 
lives, and all you hold sacred, are at issue ; as by your verdict, 
• erime will be either bneinded or patented to go at large. I will 
iK>t detain the Court by any commentary on the evidence 
which you haye heard, and which you ha^ve no doubt already, 
decided on ; as to any difficulty relative to the laVv bearing ott 
the case, his worship 'will instruct you*^ to' do justice to the 
prisoner, to yourselves, and to-iJociety. 

The learned judge having summeid up the lesidlnjg pointa 
«f the evidence, thus concluded : 

In this painful case^ which your country artd soeiiety de- 
inand of you, it only remains for me to explaip to yo\L the il« 
legal taking of Tife by the Ipvv of England, which must fall 
within one of the three species, namely, homicide^ man- 
elau^ter, or murder; and that with homicide you have 
nqththg to d<^, as the case before you • was neither chance^ 
medley, self-defence, or any kind of justifiable murder. Man- 
slaughter is the illegal killing undei* the strong impulse of 
iiatural passion; three qualities are necessary to constitute ic :* 
ill the first place, the passion tnust be natural, that is to say, 
euch as is natural to human infiimities under the provf»catioa 
given. Secondly, the act ipuSt be such as passion natuially, 
and according to the ordinary course of human action, wout4 
knpel. Thirdly and mainly, the act must be commilttnl in ^hp 
actual moment of the passion, that is, beftire the mind had 
reasonable time to cool. The act of killing lirider such circum- 
stances would be manslaughter. Now, gentlemen, you see plainr 
ly that the case before you does not come under either of thos.o 
ajpecies mentioned, therefore, to kill under anj otliibr cirouitt- 
2 - 



stance^ bjowever, ojBCSTB'vaHngiii its n^tine, 4f the nnndllatfl 

time to, cDoly would he murder. To apply. the law to t,he case. 
befiH'e you, .and which, regardless of youj^ ov^n feelings, you 
are to determine, was one of.qool, deliberatet and premedn 
taiedintent to kill. Gentlemen of the jury, you will calmly 
^d . >vithout.9fiy .shac^e of persimai prejudice agaiost tbW 
priHoner, or. commie^seratiou for her mififu^tunes, render your 
verdict according %o the evidence l)efore.you. . 

The jury then retired, and after remaining an hour, re* 
turned into Court wkh their verdict of guilty of murder, hut 
lecommended her to mercy. Tike judg^ inquired on what 
was I heir recommendation founded. The foremanof the jury- 
said it was twofold. Firstly, as she wa^ not %eex> by hun^aft 
eye; secondly, on account of her sex. The prisoner waa 
then remanded to prison, and the court adjourned until teD> 
o'clock the following niomiug^ The prisoner being phiced i]> 
the dtick, counsel for the prosecution stated the necef«sity> 
which impelled him to call for ilie judgment of the Qourt> 
aiier some discussion, which the Court overruled, the judge 
asked tlie prisoner what she had to say why the sentence ef 
the law should not be pronoviuced against her. She repliedj. 
as follows : ' ^ 

, "Were I differenOy situated, I woyld have nuich to say, 
but. surrounded as 1 am, b^ a regardless world, and having 
received the rigorous process of the law, I will decline^ 
at least for the present, any vindication of the circum- 
stances that placed me here ; .but should the Court extend Iq 
me the nbercy consistent with my misfortune, I will furnish a 
full d^iajj, 

; His honor then continued to exhort her t<y repentanc^e, and 
reminded her of the cruelly atid perfidy, of hei*, heart, which 
was deuf to the supplication of the litile innocents, whose 
helplessness alone mi^ht have pleaded mercy for their paremi^K 
>and then concluded : 

Eliza Dawson, you are convicted for the murder of Charles 
Steward and his wife; Mary Sic^^ard, who died on the 30th gf 
last June by the effect of poison, maliciously deposited by ypu. 
The Court will extend to you such clemency as is consistent^ 
in order that you may make peace with the great Judge before 
"Ifvhom you must shprtly ap})ear. It now becomes my painful 
duty to pronounce the extreme penally of- the law, whicb our 
ancestors in their wisdom have placed as a shield for our pro- 
tection. That you, Eliztn Dawson, be forthwith removed to 
the place from whence you came, and there kept in close con- 
finement; and at whatever time and place his Excellency the 
Govevnor General of this province may deem proper, that yoo 



• 

iiQ taken tOriiifi pVco ofex^utipn and there hanged until yoti 
ar^dead, and may the. Lord have mercy on your soul. ,[ 

The public miud being much excited throughout her ex^- 
Iraordi nary trial, »oon*began tosubi>idd, at least relative to the 
lamentable calamity of the crime for which she is convicted. 
Our readers feel so solicitous tor the subject of her life, thal^ 
having published so much, we were induced to investigate 
atijl turther. Having received a letter of apprpbalioii i^voxfi 
Mr. White, the .High Sheriff, consequently, on Monday, ^Do- 
cember the 24th, I waited on the Sheriff, who introduced me 
to the prison pliysiciau, who also wa^ pleased to see me un- 
dertake, the task, but would much rather I could defer an in- 
terview until Wednesday, when he would introduce me in 
co^ipauy with the Kev. Mr^ Hooper, pastor of the English 
Church, and Mr. Rider of the Free Church of Scotland, who 
were invited and expected that day. I kindly thanked him 
and look my departure for. the city, but returned in seascm on 
Wednesday, the 26th, and on the arrival of ihe Sheriff w^ 
went up. The first door being opened, the doctor went first, 
and soon reached the cell, where all stopped ; the cell door 
was soon unbolted, and as it moved on ijts heavy hinures, left 
impressions on my ntind not easily removed. Th^ doctor, 
who entered first, accosted her in a mild and pleasant tone — 
asked her>iome question relative to her health, then iniroduced 
each vtsitor one by one. Mr. Hooper seemed much affected, 
l^ut soon recovered, then ctimmenced an excellent exhortation, 
urging a change of heart and a sincere repentance, and in 
beautiful -lan^uage pointed, to the great hope still visible in 
the horizon, if she would repent. Notjike the repentance of 
Judas.. To which she replied, in a low tone ; *' I fear my re- 
pentance would be like Judas, and equally as fruitless." Mn 
Kider then exhorted hei"^ to lake courage, and edrhestly im~- 
plore the Spirit of Grod, whose^earis ever open to the suppli*- 
cation of the sinner; and.added, that tho mercy of heaven is 
as unlimited as its glory is beyond human conception ; and 
.concluded by assuring her that Judas was appointed for that 
particular purp'ise, but was invested with the means of re- 
demption, and in like manner she might be an instrument te 
punish others, but unlike Judas, should take caie to grasp a^ 
redemption while yet in season. She then seemed much en- 
couraged, and expressed a wish to pray, which she. did 
promptly for some time; afler which, the Rev. gentleman 
promised to visit her frequently, and then retired. After which 
she knelt down, as if in private prayer, during which flme I 
sat in sileijl; astonishment; lan^uage fails to describe the 
scene, as each ^idection rushed before my afSicted ipind, i|i 
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cofttemplBtTi^ tlie past tnd ilie |»t«Miyt, u Titt iti'tli|h Xtm^ 
dungeon, durronnded iiy dai^ and gVtomy wslb, grtft ed inft- 
ddWi it) fmnty and beavy iron doors in the rcfar. Aim} f>n that 
Tttddircin bedstead rested her, llie milt <5«cupant of that ttvkir 
tomb. Oh, how my heart blied, as if by eJectric sh rides ; <iHfd5 
thought wafted far over ^ti wide and trac4(K*8s deep, ifvh^ 
once she had a home and frienda. HoW iifatural did her ioftint 
idays appear; and then the poor mothet, that caressed her 
once gentle, innocent and guiltless flps. In a distant latid, 
how sad and heartrendinq: the contrast, as 1 1;ieheld the ema^ 
dated form before me. "White thus afflicted with fh«^ pre«K 
sure of my own feelings, she turned around, and gared in xtxj 
face' With such intensity, aato awake me from my reverie, and 
then accosted me for ^he first rime since the clergymen left. 
'•• Mr. Finnerty, sir — *if I mistake not you ccmduct a periodicaL 
The good SherrflT mentioned tour wi»h to write my life ; I 
would be pleased if you wouhi agree to write 9trrctly in ac- 
cordance with the information furnished.^' To which 1 re- 
plied, that I felt no wish ^6 exaggerate, neither did Lfeel any 
interest beyond the gratification of my numerims readers. Bhie 
then continued, ^ My object is twofold ; first, as a lesson to 
youth and a vindication of my sex ; secondly, by my instru- 
mentality,, several persons sunered in person, in property, and 
character; and a circulation of my life nright tend tp cause 
Yntjuiry, and perhaps result in releasing from the chains of 
bondage tho^e innocent persons who are now transported for 
deeds which I committea." 

Ailer examining the paragraph taken from the English 
paper, she said, *' I rememoer that aiticle, and felt grateful for 
even one shadow of sympathy ; but they made a mistake i^a- 
tive to my age ; instead of ten, as inserted there, I was thrr<- 
leen when I went to Warrington ; then I may commence with 
the period of my fall and continue down to the present.'' 

CONFESSION: 

My name is Margaret Eliza Dawson, bom October the 
27th, 1820; am now a little over twenty-six years old. I never 
hebeld my poor father afler xtij seduction, for his vengeance 
pnd my disgrace equally forbade it. I remained eight months 
at the lodgings furnished by my aunt, during which time I 
sent several letters to Steward, before as well as after the 
trial ; ^ he answered only one,* and that was the last. Here it 
is ; insert its contents; ffir it is the weapon of his dc^^tniction. 
Let all who may read of his death, also see his cofdiict i« life. 
From the moment I received and read its eoiitents/I swore 
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on its proflr^ftte worda that the base heart and aubserHeirt 
band rhat carried it ahouUl perish by it. 1 cararully utifiililed 
the aniled and Bbatteriiil paper, and glanced of«r iia euutenu, 
as follows ; 

Madam, — I received ynurlaati you say you loved mnre 
ardent than prudent; it ia my apinion that is nuihing vety 
new. You ti^ to afTect me hy a ahow nf crorodile teara. In 
tain ynu try l'> allure mo fniTn the path marked out for me by 
tny ancfeslTy arid-atntion.' Flatter younielF no longer then, by 
thinking of mo. I canniit and wili not degrade mysell by a 
umlon with you. It is not with Deities I should decurate my 
wedding arch. 

Signed, C. L. S. 

Now, sir, pleaae to give me the original, which I wish to' 
hold in my hand at my departure from thia .world. I shall 
keep it as the Inst bilcen of a villain's cruelty, and the fatal 
rock wliiuh rent my frail aiid nhattored bark, afler tossing over 
life's lempealuous surface. From the moment 1 receive 1 it, I 
placed it iu the d«|)08it<iry of my heut, and there to remaia 
aa his ^uth woiTanti along with others which will appear bj, 

the latfi^aloud, then bectune terribly excited. 
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and exclaimed, " Cniei 



•imeluai viUain; it, wai yim 



that cau»C(] me a protracted death often long" yeare : and my 
body will soon pass away to its kindred earth, anil I muist ac- 
count for all ; but I will not desp'iir."^' 

She tlien proceeded, ** While reramning at my lodgings my 
mind anxiously labored between hope and revenge. I thought 
that in order to accomplish my object I must have money, as 
without it, I could not travel ; for England is an inhospitable 
eouuiry. I fiist thought of teaching ; but by that I co^ld only 
procure a living ; I found that would not do. I thon deter- 
mined to try a porter-house, where- money might be much 
more loose, at the same time adopt all such scenes as 
might tend to suit any emergency, and procure as much 
money as possible in the shoitest time., as I knew I could 
make myself to anything that would advance my object. In 
the latter part of May, 1840, I collected my clotheS, and 
took the coach and proceeded to Manchester ; staid thei-e 
some/days, but failed to procure a situation there|^as i could 
not furnish a character from those I last served. /Little they 
knew my character was so widely circulated, ana so indelibly 
branded on my own heart. I then thought if that was the 
only obstacle, I could soon surmount that barrierV I formed an 
acquaintance with a bar maid, whose name i wilt not mention, 
and soon succeeded in obtaining the use of two or three of her 
best certificates, on assurance that T should procure a situa- 
tion — so I reserved to change my name, which I did, and 
adopted hers, u then went on to Macclesfield, a neat town 
eighteen miles Trom Manchester, on the London post road, but 
could not remain there, as 1 was too well known. I continued 
my journey on foot, as my nrioney v(^ nearly goM^, «hid soon 
reached Leicester, the county townj The day after I arrived, 
I got a situation, and then returped^he docuij^ients by ynail. I 
was <vell liked, and was considered a smart and capable per. 
aon. The house was well adapted for my purpose, as a vast 
concourse of draymen, drovers and farmers put up there. In 
-six months I saved c£25, which I look from travellers who 
took a little too much drink. About ten o'clock at night the 
master and mistress used to retire, after which I treated freely 
such as I thought had money, and ^id not need it as much as I 
did. About the middle of September I extracted <£156 in 
gold from the pocket of an' Irish drove»", who put np at the 
bouse and became drunk. He canle in at a late hour, and 
was rather noisy ; called for dniik, which I furnished, which 
only seemed to sharpen his appetite ,* soon after hej^^d for 
more.' 1 then put a sufficient quantity oLlaudanuj^fHn^pot 
of porter, and he became still enough. ^giPthen tui^Rt^^bo^ 
and found his wallet in the inside pocket of bis^ waistcoat ; 
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arter securing the m'oney, I came into the tap tdbtn, and ii>^ 
quired who turned off the gas '; the waiters salrf tHey wei*^ 
Unaware of it, dnd 1 then went to the man and told hi ra to gA 
up and go to hed ; but nf» answer. He was carried 'to a gar- 
ret room, and left for the nigiit. The*fi)Howing morning th^ 
alarm was terrible ; and at! were of opinion that the money 
Was taken at the time the gas was turned ofF» and I confirm- 
ed the Qptrtion— ^tricks of that kind being of frequent occur* 
rence. / There the matter passed alongi and was soon 
replaced by some other occmrencei of the kind in the neigh* 
borhood. I then had neaj'Iy dCZOO, but still toi»k good care to 
act punctual with the procetrds of the bar, least suspicion in 
that quarter might lead to detection of the whole. Market 
nights and fair nights I generally did well.. Sometimes 1 had 
hairbrbadth esGa[>es ; And one in particular, which I will men- 
tion. On a fair day, in Novem*>er of the same year, an old 
farmer, on his way home frota Manchester, handed hi^ pocket- 
book, to me for Bjatfe keeping ; and' true enough 1 kept aojhe of 
it safe. The nejtt morninor he deraaudod his wallet.* ' I told 
him he did not give his wallet to me ; he insisted he did, ahd 
the iexcitemetTt got very high. He swore and raged, and I 
cried and sobbed ; he then' placed his hand in his pocket Iri 
order Ip show where he kept it, and there he fourid the wallef, 
which 1 placed there during the night, and from which I tbiik 
e£100. He then said he l6st <€100« btit nd dff would believe 
faim, as the wallet contained c£5l 63 3d. AiTaaid that if any 
person would take <£100 they would taWe the balance ; and f 
got dear of even 8U8|).tcion resting on me: I had then a little 
over e€3O0. I continued attentive to business — appeared iri 
need of money, and felt desirous for my wdges as soon as they 
were earned, as they were very small. Jf I spent one year iri 
that establishment, and then aajreed 'to remain another, but 
only .Staid three* months, when I left for London, thinking I 
might have a better field to accomplish my object, as I v\fante<} 
a little more. ^ 

« Iv still kept my attention directed towards the Milrtary 
Gazette, where 1 saw the regiment was in Liverpool, which 
was a little too .nigh home. /Yet when I arrived at the great 
metropolis, I passed some days tratvelling through its stately 
courts, its splendid and fashionable streets, as Well asittii wHol^ 
if^ighborKoods of squalid wretchedness/ I then looked around, 
and after the lapse of a mouth I obtained a situation in- a fitie^ 
lookinjuillice in 'Commercial Road^ but did not remain foxier; 

.suit me, for business was conducted too 

|o|her^ better adapted for my' business/ 

I was not long, there, .when Itot)!^ 
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d^50 fmm a captain <if cm of (he riyer bQats. I tbeii Ifnd ji 
little more than XiSiQ, I iheo Uioui;ht if 1 liad another haal 
Ichuuld be in j^oih] aailing triin< The auiamer of 1842 being 
liassecU I iHigan to thitik itiaitert were tiot prog*ies8in)a: fas| 
enough. About the laftter part of October, (KHedidd and )>)f>Wr 
ing nighti four captains slopped in at half-past ten, and aai4 
they wens cold and thjraty,^ They called for four pots of 
fDulled porter, which was served up ; after which two of them 
went honie, who Ithouj^ht were mari*M^, and fhe other twe 
remained, as if determined to have a apree with the gitls* I 
^as satisfied in my mind they had money. I then spoiled 
them ; and told the waitereas^ that aa it was thi^n ao late in the 
oight she might retire, 39 she was up the night before. luheii 
^Iked as free as suited, which pri»mpted them no doubt to 
think I was rather an accommoclating bar maid. Drink passe4 
ground as freely as talk. I was aeveral tim^ treated to bran- 
i)y, as they thooght, but it was only water 04>lored by burned 
fugar. By ami by I treated, buttor^c good care to drop in a 
fuf^cient supply of laudanun^, which so<>n after made then) 
guieti I soon after extrncted frona the one dG 1 40; and froM 
the other «£54i I then called the wafoh, who immediately re4 
fnoved them. The following day they caiHe in and told a 
pitiful story; relative t4> the loss of their raoi|ey> I expressed 
piiich regret, and afterward^ felt bitter trenaor^e ; \mt when 1 
thought of thejapergency befuireme, I b0i3ame steeled against 
retudtance. l.Jnrd then enough of money, but did n«)t like 10 
leave jus» theii, lest I niight be suspected. I remained f hree 
months afier; when ime night. a fr^ntl^man haeded ipea bill 
tfi take tlie reckoning out of, which he thought was a one 
pound niite; but on examination* 1 found it was a ten. I of 
fiourse kept it just at that time, which I believe to be in March# 
J843. 

I saw the removfil of StewanVa regiment to Publio, Ire- 
land, from which, J felt aatisfied, they Woiild be likely to go to 
India./ 1 then resolved to leave, and prepare for my mission j 
bi^t a day or two before I left, I wetit out to (purchase a dress, 
aitd bniught a two pound note^ which I to«>k from Uie draw/at^ 
being the first and la«t I got tliat wAy« I purcfaaaeil (lie dresa^ 
and handed th&Ainte to pay the bill ; the clerk prontiiinceji it 
a base counterfeit, I was immediately ari^ted and taken be- 
fore a magistrate, and in d^ult of bail 1 was isoMftmitietl to 
Newgate prison to await my trial ; my person was searctied^ 
but BO money found of any kind. There I remain^d^|>r foui^ 
long weeks; in the iuterimt I fimnd an opportiitlitvg^^j^ i 
note til the gentleman Mb<» had my uPk in etM|PMM||^ 
^utaatied my money. I stated ink the IKe I W/eitt^wn tb<l 



mer* vad ahould r^v^m in a fthoit time. Hb tookjt^oj cuiieof 
it. My trial c^fQo on, and a hanl tri|»1 I got. . My face wai 
iny counsel. 1 waa asked wliere I re|ided< I dare ^ not tell* 
I said I came from )be country. I was thea aMked f<>r a <?haiv 
acter. I could not produce one. I wee ih0n aHked did t 
know any one of reApeetabitity that would apeak for mew I 
aaid I did if I were ai home. I then sat down and cried bjlf 
terly. After a severe rebuke from the jud^^^ I was diHeharged* 
Wha^ a pity I was not transported then^ as by it many a life 
would have been save<l } ibr 1 oftcm since looked on tliat as a 
waiTiing to desi«i; but I couJd nott for I thirsted f«*r the bliNid 
of my destroyer ; and the more 1 waii tossed around^ the more 
determined 1 became./ 

On the 4th oif June^ lSi3r I purchased a ticket at the rail 
toad office, for Llverpoo), and starte<l the fotlowinji^ day. 
Arrived in the afternoon,- and took lodgings at a private houses 
opposite the Clfnnnfse dock. I was th0n ^ a pivots Wliethei' 
to proceed to Ireland direct, or attempt the lile of Counsel lot 
fiiglow, who conducted the case of §leward« I at mice re** 

. solved the monster nlust peH^hr-he that hked and brthml th» 
wretches who ^swore I was a prodititute, prevtiiua to my aoi- 
qnaiatanee with Steward^ and when ho' muH have knowa 

\ that I never spoke ti> onp of them in my life* I tlien reco»* 
noitered the location of his 'residence, which was three and a 
iialf miles from the cityv where stood n neat,e<^>MM[e, which I 
viewed af the proceeds of his cunning dec^tibTT 1 resolved " 
he should not Lor^ enjoy it« J^y a glance at the city diitKstory, 
I found whf&re he kept I4a oSoe^ iti the city. 1 «f|i1k<nl oui 
aeiveral days^ and saw the nuid^ and the time he usually left. 
t|i# ciqf. 1 then proceeded to a pawn office and bouglit an 
old targe cloal];, with which 1 could disguise my^ per84f>ii, avid » 
bonnet to suit lu I tl«en examined aay pistols*, which I hadt 
for some time pi*actjc)ed with* I loaded each with sluffi, 
^d oiled the spring*^ of the daggers undernealh, shfMild iher 
caps deceive me, I then atrolted along the road, hut did not 
eee him that day. 1 then thought it would Iw better to have a 
letter <to give him ; I wrote one in avetv ctampetl hand« The 
sepond d^yi went out I saw him; I had oo chanee* as lie wae 
in company with a gentleman. The third day, 1 proceeded 
within /one mile of his hMUMOi and resolved to remain at an 
i^jlle of the road shut in by a deefn^fcavine, where I femaitied 

-aom» time* patiting for sav prey. i3>4»ut eight o'clock in ther 
iiii>rningl|^ came along m bid huggy.» I stepped up toHbina 
ajpidimim^the road to the r:esidenc*e. of CounMelUr BifiUm;, 
he.i;epireaif was the f)eiiip9«. and added, what did I waol* t 
Haid I bad a leHfH^ for biitt, wMpb I handed ) be then turHtid: 



round dn bfs^eat ancl cdTnmenced to reftd'it ; on the mornent, 
I drew out my pistols as I stood close towards faim, and fired ; 
h&felf hack on the road ; tho affrighted horse ran away, and 
I' turned the comer and took the other road; then folded up 
iny doak and bonnet and threw them over a stone wall ; and 
then' appealed richly dressed, with a parasol in one band and 
a fan in the other ; my pistols I threw into a pool of water as 
I passed alonjgf leisurely to the city, by another road. 

The following: day, June 27th, was full of alarm ; l%it no 
intimation as to the perpetrator, for I think be died imme- 
diately after. In a few days afler, I took tlie mail steamer for 
Dublin, and arrived at Kingston, a neat A'illage seven mites 
from the city, where I remained for a month ; and on the 2d 
ofA^UHt I procured lodgings in a house in Thomas street, • 
h\it did not I'emain long there. On the IBth of September . I 
took thenars to Drogheda, and from there continued down ^o 
Monagbln, and put up at the best inn, as I was desirous of 
learning the customs of the country, which are so diflREjretit 
from those of Kngland. I soon found money would be a 
choice weapon for my purpose. I did not sojourn long there. 
When I returned to Dublin in November, I found' the main 
body of the regiment were at tliat time stationed in Poitabella , 
barracks. «I then looked around. I concluded I must fod^e 
at some place resorted to by the men, as I wanted to pidk 
them off, as A knew they would be the easiest prey — sol- 
diers genersliy walk and drink in company with each other. 
Cpnsequetitly, I located myself as a lodger in a large porter- 
house in Barrack street, where I understood they frequented. 
I kept quite still for some time, seldom speaking to any one \n 
the house ; but at night I became acquainted with a sergeant 
of tbe company -tcv which Steward belonged, and frotn lime to 
time obtained every information I required^ I learned one of 
the privates had died at Liverpool ; and I then had only two of 
the men to despatch, one an Irishnnan, whose narrte^was 
Thomas Murphey, and a Scotchman, whose name was Andrew 
McLean, who generally went together. About the niiddle'of 
February, I begian to think T should be through with that part/ 
I wished to find them together, which was not so^fHcult as' to 
find an oppoftunity. 

Time rolled on, and on St. Patrick's day, March 17th,' 
1844, at nine o'clock at night, my victims walked in, pretty 
well drunk. • I moved around ai^d prepairod $ my blood boiled' 
with rage; I determined they should never return to the l>ar* 
racks. First I resolved" to poison them ; I thefi #i6u^li^ I 
would miike whiskey do a something. . I joinedthe diacoursfef,' 
and introduced the subject of reaped in the ai^my, to Which the^ 



Scotchman swpre be -woald never join, and the THshman said ^ 
he w<»uld. I knew the steam was upland only required at- 
tention; the Tdge and tumult became higher and higher, and 
in a little time over a dozen were in ther quarrel ; at which 
time I eichorfed the mistress to turn off the gas in the shop 
and bolt the front door> or the police would come in and take 
them all to the police station, and complain as^ainst the liouse 
for disorderly conduct, which she immediately did, and then 
the niw was at its height. I darkened the kitchen lights, and 
by< that time the fighting party were in the back yard. I could 
discern the red coats through the dark loo^, but str>od ba^k 
as 1 heard the words, " You villaifis, would you draw your 
side arms!" At that moment I heaitl the prash of the bay- 
onet as it fell on the roof of the adjoining low house, and then 
could see a civilian and one of the soldiers twisting for pos- 
sessirm of the other. Just then I sprang forward and" drove 
my dagger into the breast of (he one that leaneld against the 
pump, then turned towards the other, his back being towarda 
me ; I attehipted his heart, huiT my arm struck the post and I 
missed my aini, but succeeded in the second attempt ; I then 
flung down the vineapon and stepped back, holding my hand 
to ray face, as if crying. Just then I' heard a terrible crash, 

* and in a moment after a, number of police, having forced both 
entry and haU door, sprang ffirward and seized those standing 
near. At that time I dropped every thing, and stepped for- 
ward and besought the police to arfest the parties. Six in 
number were dragj?ed off, and two of the police were left to take 
care of the one dead and the other expiring. The following 
day I appeared at court, and gave such testimony as admitted 
Mr. Williams and his cousin to bail ; the other four were kept 
in pnson to await their tnal. My non-appearance caused 
those oil bail to leave the country, and the other four were 
transported, I think for life, the case having been made man- 
slau^ter. * I could not appear, as I feared the eye of detec 
tion. ' 

Soon after, I- moved my lodgings, and learned that Steward 
and his company wero drawn off to Wicklow for a time ; but 
one other still remained, that was Barrett. I then located 
myself at a suitable place, where i*epeal members frequented. 
I ref)reHented myself as the w\£b of the exiled Robert Jones, 
the Chartist leader of Manchester. I found much sympathy, 
and was invited tq^attend meetings at Conciliation Jtiall. I 

*first intinaated, and then pressed the fact of having observed a 
eertain ofReer disguised in colored clothing takins^ notes^ 
Whitch I said was the testimony that conyicted m'^ \\\3a!fe^^.\ V 
then assured th0m I knew him, anA coxAiQl "^vdx. >»«\ '^'Q^ 



%'■ which was acceptaUe, a* they awore he would soon i%poit 
bimself elftewliere. In company with nth«Mi I went to the 
Park and ntarked out BurjrDtt; On paraile tba fuUomnig. ni^ht 
*1m Was ihof, wlieo erdssioig Caroline Ikidge ta eompaiiy with 
a lady. Several cimjectures were afloat aa to the eaii^e «^ 
the act, hut mifie struck the tight chord ; day after day placarda 
were posted up wiih the May<irr'a sitpiature* offeHuir n )erg6f 
TeHfaiil, which was soon either effaced or piiHed down; 
to%^eral peiaotis were apprehe»de<l on suspicion^ but were 
Speedily ^t^leosedi- Che rea1|f)erpetraM>ni eaca|iing in sa^'ty. So 
rested him whty perimpted Stewani, and brimgbt the letters to 
me that nnade toy ht^art bleed « It was he who paid the hire* 
Ung wretches the price of their peijury wlien they swore I 
,waaa pr<>srttutil previous tci my actjuaintanee with. Steward. 
^ Ob, dreadful revenge, if I mint suffer hereafter, aa I caused 
ethers h The tiri»e of my liiith was tliat of woe ;^ hut I must 
not, 1 dare notj hx^k to ilie future!/! leff the city for some 
time, and returtied agnih on receipt of the news of Siewtkrd*8 
i!Bgimetit liavitig receivi^l orders for Uidia. I resolved U> as* 
aastfinate him on the quay. I stood iu readioessj column after 
d<iliimn passed on, but to my surprise he did hot appear. I 
so'Ki fooud he did. not gn with tlie regiment I theo applied 
to military records, hut.no rvace of his transfer was there to 
beftHind. I theti applied to the Wair Ofitce>. and fuiltid he had 
aohl out. First I heard he went to Belfast, hjit sotoa discov* 
ered my mistake ; again 1 heard he went to Drogheda, bee waa 
agam fni«(t rated ; after which l determined t^ proceed to tb<i 
Hieighbiirhood of the &mily rei«itlence, wher|» I roigl^ find a 
alee to his whereabouts* On arriving at Monagban, I was in- 
fiirmed of tlie death of his fatlufr and the transfer of the ei* 
tale, but that an aged uncle, without issue, whose name waa 
Wilapn,. resided at Okisslaugh, that after tlw death of tlie. 
ttiMsle he. Steward, would 'he the heir. I resolved to priKluce 
that effect, ii'it wouli only briitg Steward home. I.the# afi- 
** plied for- and obtained a situation as waiteress at a hotel 
W4iere Wilson put up when*ii» toWn. I de notiremember how 
long alter, but tiie Mowlay before Christmaa of the aame year* 
lJ6i4lS# he, ill company with his niece, oime iia^ I showed 
them op atains.to a piivate n^mt and' bn>Ufi;ht the beer, i« 
which L placed thait wlucli mnde them 9leap» from which they 
never awokie. I entered duriug the nighty and siiteweil atiijKHMl; 
aeveraJ tokens W vioience, and made several afipaiient gashea 
ill each; I thea extradied fii^os hiifa all the nt<rtir*y he ltad» 
which ws8.oonsyerable,aodllienTete)rued to.my nton, which 
Wa^ 19: the garret* and did Dot.ce«iedMwn until i was ajarnie4 
by the noist^ «#f the disceyery. During that da/ the exciier 
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tnent was terrib1e-^<-^1i^« coroner find magastrateii, rilMmid 
that the met was comndltleii by party malice. 1 tWlt 8a&« I 
staid on fur four ihnilths ft&er ; sfili Sti^ffrd did not con«, 
wlvici) ftggralrated' mj rage, mixed with a kind of despair, as I 
found mj perilous eifitrts ineffectauL^ Vever, oh never, until 
then, did I feel ihe bitter pangs of remorse pierce my very 
sviul, as I beheld in frighrful vision the strenmH of inn€K:eiit 
blood shed by ittj onkallowed hand ! Often did 1 hold in that 
hand the poisrni of death, and fling it away again ! Thus 
vraii I afflicted day and pight ; when I tried to sleep', I would \ 
iuipp up as if endeavYiring to escape the grasp fif some furirrus 
beast in hideous form ; at other times, I would imagine 1 ,wfia 
liiirrourided by a ti^rrible conflegration, in which the. very ele* 
ments al)ove were n\ a solid blaze. My afflictiim was beyond 
the power of deseii^itiun ; I feared insanity, tliaiiild I remain 
•longer there*/ 
^ I collected my flsmiey and effects and resolved to go to the 
backwoods of America, and there remain during t^fae btiLanc# 
of my life. I started to Belfast, and from there to G1asu:ow« 
by steamer, where I fbund a vessf*! bound for St. Johns, New- 
foundtnud. In a few da^s after we put to sea, atui my eyes 
faintly rested on the lofty headlainlis of the Wicklow Mouti-* 
tainst as I bade adi^i to the field of rariiage^ and after a pas* 
sage of twenty-nine days, we reached the port. i»f destination^ 
July l«t, 1847. My mind having been mudi relieved hj the 
'Voyage, I was induced to hope ftir peace in future ; bate «!&* t 
I fomited that inestimable hapfiiness long since. I found, the 
people there quit<9 happy, ebeerful and affect ion 8l;e, amid the 
naked barren rocks that mt^et the eye in every direction. From 
day to day I took a walk up to the ol:)servtttory, where my> 
Wearied eyes and afflicted mitid could rest on the trackless 
ocean., Evert sail in the distance, every massive iceherg 
which showed its snowy summit, as well as the murmuring 
waters below, each told its tale of woe to that heart, already 
afBicted- and burning with ivmorse. l would then tiirn my 
eyes and gaze o»^e dreitry rocks behind, when I caught the 
sight of a red coait moving to and from the barrack. 1 often 
thouglit if I could get away from the sight of those It^bster* 
backed creatui'ies my mind mij^lit rest,* fur which purpose I 
went to a neat Tillage^ rallekl Harbor Grace, a distance of 
twenty miles, but was afflicted there. I heard there was none 
at Carbineer; I went tliei-e, only a distance of three miles» 
wjiere I remained sixteen mfin^is ; but the pn'ssure of solitude 
weighed on my heart, atid 1 feared consumption. I therefi>re 
took passage in a Ashing vessel, bound for Boston, but she / 
Was disaUed' and put ii*icr Halifax on Cliristmas day, X848. 
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My. money was nearly gone and gay health impaired. At 
spring approached, ] impro%*ed. I Beldom thought of Steward ; 
but ubtait the first o^May I unBirtunalely heard such a person 
was at Windsor, a distance of forry-five miles. I resolved to 
accomplish my mission; which I did, as stated in court. 

Having carried the acc<»unt of my melancholy career thus 
far, as accurate as memory serves me, during; which 1 have en- 
deavored to show cause atid eiiect. But, alas! I find' the bal- 
ance is against me ; I am satisfied that I deserve no mercy 
from an eaithly couit, and whether ,1 may from the eternal 
one is a rpiestiori of doubt. 1 do not wish to live, and still I 
dread to die. How terrihle is my position ; when I lonk to 
the world, I deserve nothing there; when f presume to think 
of the insulted majesty of heaven, i fauUer to hope for mercy 
from that good God who created antl endowed me with all the 
attributes of knowledge, which I abused. Still, while life re- 
mains, I will continue to hope in the plenitude of that all-p(»w- 
erful and merciful Redeemer, who fbrgave those wh6 perse- 
cuted hi in on Calvary." - ^ ' -, 

*• Now, sir, will you please to read the mantiscript» in 
order that I may coi'^ect some sligh^^errors and tnentiim one 
or two circumstance? omitted." ^I readily acquiesced. She 
remarked, that as she thetufelt, it would be severe im her 
feeliutrs,^ biit.4V^iuld 4^nd6avor to su'nmon all possible xoura<re 
to withstand it. I read it with as much rapi<Iity as possible, 
in order to save her feelings and mine too, durinu; which she 
sat motionless; but at intervals, I C(»uld easily discover the 
burning anguish of her heart, perfectly visible in the- flushes 
which rapidly passed tVom cheek to cheek, as, well as in hei for- 
lorn eyes and einaciated form, particularly at the meniion of that 
name once so dear to her, and afterwards utterly detestable to 
every fibre of her heart, When I laid down the paper,' she 
Smiled and said, \*\t is faithfujly written ; you have done more 
than your duty ; while you were reading, 1 thought of the min- 
utes of the names of the four men convicted for Jthe death of 
the t^o soldiers at Dublin. I fear I have lost it ; but should 
y<m, or any other, deem their names important, the ShenfF*8 
books will supply that. Poor creatures! their fate was a hell 
to my mind. As for fliglow. 1 never heard thVit any one suf- 
fered for his death, neither did I hear of any one convicted for 
the death of Barrett ; but strong doubts still linger on my tuind 
relative to the death of Mr. Wilson, as there "Were two men in 
prison awahin*^ trial when 1 left the country; bill were it pos- 
sible, 1 would be anxious to know. I assured her that I would 
write immediately, and communicate the efficient iote ligence 
as early as possible for which she kindly thabked me and 
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then continue^),?-— " 'I'^Mdlughout my whok career)^! detesi 
all men. I never married, neither did I et€^ acceiftt the hand 
of any man sinae my separation from Stewamr-iiTeither did I 
meditate tiie death of Mrs. Steward ; and I think rather than 
she should ha«^e perished, I \7ould have spared both, for my 
malice was much subdued afier the death of the two last vic- 
tims. And lastly, I unhesitatingly declare that it was not at" 
senic I placed in the wine, hut it was equaDy powerful, -and 
when once received, beyond the power, of man ti^ removej 
until it carried its victi'n in its gi*asp; neither will I tell what 
it was-— but may its fatal effects be never again felt. 

Before concluding, I would wish to remark, that I have 
omitted the nara^s of several individuals where I hxlged, be- 
cause it would be unjust to associate the names of innocent 
persons in connection with my unpardonable career. And 
JL now humbly request that you will print, or cause to be 
printed, my corlfessitni, as it is now written, that it may tra- 
verae every portidii of the civilizf^d world ; that, its tont^nts 
may serve as a waVtiing to youth and a safeguard to genera- 
tions yet unborn; th^ when my poor mortal body will be 
mouldered with its kinilved earth, and the spirit within me 
summoned to its everlastiwg home in eternal torment, Ji" not 
rescued by the mercy of the omtHf^otent creator of 'all things, 
my name and the perusal of my careeiSn^y .be 9 tiuielvJ^sson 
to such as might thoughtlessly stray ^rom the path of rSRltitde 
and safety into the niistt and uncertaiii road ta^destf uctlon ; 
such is my wif^h, and^fHh enly could aflTord me Icirtitude to 
bear the painful buAhtt of life thus long. I a>n now done, 
and no longer wisluopve in trhis world ; and at whatever* 
time it ri^ay please fffil nninisters of the- law to terminate my 
career, 1 will acquiesce in my fate. 

Signed, Eliza Dawson.. 

CONCLUDING REMARKS. 

Gentle reader^ be augured we feel too sensibly the already 
afflicting sensations naturally experienced in a perusal of the 
foregoing, and will therefore omit a description of the truly 
heartrending scene as presented to our mind, neither will we 
attempt to delineate our feelings on the occasion, which would 
be as impossible to accomplish as for you to imagine; Suffice 
" to assuie you, that neveir \yli1le memory remains, can either 
time or circumstances remove the indelible impression 
stamped, as we sat in that lonely cell, its misery only equalled 
hy her whose sad story we heard, in order to convey its un- 
precedented contents throughout the world, viVv^t^s^x xv^-^ 
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inight linji^^r m nnconseious youth sttlf lialanea mi a privdt be- 
tween rectitude aiid irrevocable ruin. The foregoing needs 
no commentar^r of ours ; the calm aiKd dispaifeionate reader 
can compare cause \v4th effect, and draw the conclusion; as its^ 
melanoluily pages are ubyioas to all who have a heart tt> feet 
and sensibility to affect, and "we wiH therefore conclude, and 
/rincerely hope the careful perusal of its unparalleled atrocity 
may have the desired effect, and that no other pen may ever 
again be doomed to record a similar circumstance, 

P. S. — ^^The precise time of her e3tf<5ut}on has not been 
determined on, or at least commuiiicfited to the Sheriff*; but 
on the contrary, repoit says she will not suffer the extreme 

Jenalty of the law, but on the contrary, his excelleacy Sir 
ohn Harvey has, it is rumored, expreitsed deep reierec ihat 
the responsibility of her execution was thrown on hino, and. 
with the same breath, declared his willingneil to sign a peti* 
tiou to faier majesty for a pardon, Wheihepi'his honor, •! udge 
Johfkson, will acquiesce to that movemepif first, which is es- 
sential, we. have yet to learn ; but we h9(>e he will, as humanity 
requires it, as well as a vindication |rf^ the enlightened age we 
ha})p|lv enjoy, as it ia a well knowti.and indisputable fiust, that 
the c^rosion of blood, or str^fig'ulatioil of at fellow being on the 
gallc»W8 does not temLl6 arrest the progress of ciime» but on 
iJBM c^rary, steels the heart against pity, ' 

JLust^while preparing to go to props, we received this mel* 
ancholy int«;Iligence from Mr. White,.,ii|gh Sheriff: 

Dear Sir, — By yesterday's^mail, I |iml^ possession of defi- 
\nhe instruction telative to the fate of tli^ unfortunate Eliza 
Dawson, M^hich I had the moitification fb communicate to her 
this morning — to prepare to receive the sentence of the law on 
. Monday, the 4th day of Febni§ry. This intelligence will n^ J 
doubt surprise you, but when you ai'e informed that Judge ] 
Johnson would not sign the petition, you can guess the bal. ' 
ance. Yours, 

C. H, WHrr«. . 
Windtor, Jan. 6tk, 1850, ■ '^ 
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